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This year's February rainy season in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, resulted in 277 confirmed dead, nearly
1,000 injured and 18,000 homeless. Damage is estimated in the hundreds of millions of dollars.
Hepatitis and tetanus are spreaking, and a leptospirosis epidemic has broken out. (This disease is
provoked by parasites which flourish in stagnant water.) In a three-week period, nearly 18 inches
of rain fell on Rio and the nearby mountain town of Petropolis more than the average six-month
total. Every year the hillside shantytowns suffer damage resulting from mud (and trash) avalanches
triggered by heavy rains. Over 1 million people reside in the hillside slums (favelas). This year the
losses were the largest since 400 died in storms in 1966. In recent years, however, even modest rains
have resulted in multiple deaths and major property damage. As in other Brazilian cities, poor
migrants from other states and the countryside continue to arrive in Rio and set up residence in the
favelas. Meanwhile, erosion and the denuding of the hillsides escalate. (Basic data from Washington
Post, 02/28/88; AFP, 02/25/88)
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